[Ethanol-metabolizing enzymes from human testis].
Testicular ethanol-metabolizing enzymes (alcohol dehydrogenase, microsomal ethanol-oxidizing system, catalase) were investigated. Alcohol dehydrogenase was purified to homogeneity and its main kinetic parameters were analyzed. It was shown that alcohol dehydrogenase corresponds to class III isozymes and does not participate in ethanol oxidation. The testicular microsomal ethanol-oxidizing activity does not exceed 0.02 nmol/min/mg of protein. The activity of catalase and its peroxidase component is far lower in the testes than in the liver. On the whole, testicular tissue is rather inactive in respect of ethanol oxidation.